
 

 

 Thank you to everyone who supports us financially. We can accept online donations - 

the easiest way to access this facility is by clicking on the logo on our website 

www.svst.org.uk There is no cost to you to donate this way and we will receive Gift Aid 

where appropriate. Or pay directly into our Barclays Bank Account.   

Sort Code: 20-17-35  Account Number: 93400956 

Alternatively, cheques made payable to Stort Valley Schools Trust can be sent to: 

SVST Secretary 

43 Leigh Drive, 

Elsenham 

Bishops Stortford 

Hertfordshire 

CM22 6BY 

Email us at: enquiries@svst.org.uk 

www.svst.org.uk 

Stort Valley works in association with Scripture Union 

DONATIONS / ENQUIRIES FOR PRAYER  

- A new chaplain for the schools 
in the Bishops Stortford. area 
- SVST reps in every church 
- Kt, Andrea & Nicola for wisdom, 
strength, openness, inspiration and safety 
in all they do. 
- Trustees & volunteers, for wisdom,  
patience and dedication. 
- That God will continue to provide the 
financial resources needed. 
- The Y11s undertaking GCSE            
assessments under exam conditions. 
- Rooted Hubs 
- It’s Your Move 
- Open doors 

News from the Trustees 
 

Changes 
 
Many of you will have realised that there have been considerable changes at SVST over the past year or so. You 
may not, however, have fully grasped the rationale for change. The Trust was aware of the need long before the 
end of 2019; the advent of the pandemic at the beginning of 2020 merely brought that need into sharper focus 
and accelerated the pace of change. 
 
One way to explain this is to say that formerly we acted a little like delivery personnel, going into schools to   
deliver assemblies or clubs or special activities, whereas now we seek to be more like members of the family,  
resident in the community and delivering from within. 
 
The essence of chaplaincy is to represent Christ in the community in which the chaplain serves. This is at once a 
more intense and focussed task (in terms of those we relate to) and a more diverse and varied role (in terms of 
what we do). A typical day may involve several sessions listening to individual children who have been selected for 
their particular needs. It will also involve contributing to a wide range of events and activities in the school     
community. This includes, for example, leading collective worship, helping to shape the spiritual programme of the 
school, creating prayer spaces, and convening meetings to discuss issues related to faith. In short, it involves being 
available to support staff as well as children with the compassion of Christ in any number of ways. 
 
I do believe that you will get a taste of all this from the various contributions in this newsletter. I hope that you 
will also appreciate that this is very much a venture of faith. We have seen constant affirmations of the direction 
that we have taken and feel so blessed in seeing God at work in our school communities. But we also recognise 
that we remain entirely dependent upon the Lord's grace and, in him, upon your generous support both         
financially and in prayer. 
 
Because of the nature of the work it may appear that our footfall is smaller than it was previously. This was not      
unforeseen. It is very much our prayer and our vision, however, that in due course we will have the necessary         
resources to make ourselves available in more schools. We know, without a shadow of a doubt, that the demand    
exists! We pray that you will feel able to partner more closely with us as we seek to expand the work and  to 
impact more communities of young people with the power of the gospel of the Lord Jesus. 
 
Nigel Courtman (Chairman) 

Fond Farewells 
 

We were very sad to say goodbye to Vicki Sweeney at Christmas as she stood down as a Trustee to give more 

time to her family, work and church.   It was back in March 1995 that Vicki Reed, as she was then, became our 
schools’ worker and she remained in that role until June 2000.   After a short break she came back on the     

management committee and became a trustee in 2007.   Because she had been a worker she was able to give real 

support to the workers and had a real insight into the problems faced by them day to day.   Her wise words and 

counsel will be missed by the Trustees but we know that her interest and support of the work will continue. 

 

We also said a sad goodbye to Tina Baptiste just before Easter.  Tina found the changes to the role of the    

primary schools work due to the pandemic made her work difficult and, as much of the assembly work could be 

done by simpler online provision, she felt the time had come for her to move on.   Tina has been a most valued 
member of the team since she came on board in May 2013 to work alongside Jo Hargrave helping with the      

primary schools work.   She then readily agreed to provide cover when Andrea took her maternity leave.    

When Andrea returned, Jo Hargrave asked for a sabbatical due to family pressures, and again Tina stepped in and 

then, when Jo declined to return in Spring 2015, she stepped into the primary school worker role.  Her          

enthusiasm and love for the young people made her popular in the schools and we will miss her. 
 

Linda Peake 

 
S U M M E R  2 0 2 1  S U M M E R  N E W S L E T T E R  

Focus on Faith 

What a busy term. Here’s a glimpse into all that’s been going on in schools. Want to know if SVST can support 

and serve your school? We’d love to hear from you. Let’s keep supporting each other! Praying for students and staff. 

Lockdown hit again. The schools and their fantastic staff kept going and so did we! We         
continued to offer our pastoral listening/mentoring service to schools both remotely and in 

school for key worker  children. It was a fantastic opportunity to continue supporting 

young people, growing relationships and showing Godly values. As soon as the students 

were back in, so were we, picking up where we’d left off with face-to-face work, seeing 

almost 30 students a week one to one.  

 

Over Lockdown we were offering remote collective worships, reflections and    

sharing stories. These were really well received by students and staff alike,  

helping to ease the burden on staff just a little and bringing another voice to 
the classroom. It has been great to have pupils coming up to us in school to 

talk about the collective worships and songs.  

 

Once students returned and working within covid guidelines we started offering 
lunchtime  chaplaincy drop-ins where possible. This has been a great chance to              

re-establish relationships, talk about worries, hang out and allow students to openly 

ask questions about God and faith. The uptake has been amazing, so great to laugh  

together. In the run up to Easter we had almost 340 pupils engage with our prayer/  

reflection space. Using three different reflection zones the students of some faith, 
little faith or no faith were able to take time out of their usually busy day to pause, 

have some peace or pray as they considered various aspects of Easter and the 

Christian faith. Together we paused to consider the power of the Cross, the     

bigness of God’s love for us, how powerful words are and what God thinks of us 
and saying sorry and knowing we’re forgiven. I’m told it was very “Chill!”  

 

Looking forward to next term we will be starting some Rooted Hubs with Y6.  

Rooted aims to unlock the potential in each young person, enabling them to be 

the very best version of themselves, enabling them to be all that God intended 
them to be. Rooted embraces the messiness of life and encourages young     

people to wrestle with big questions authentically. Heading towards the end of 

the term, we will also be offering ‘It’s Your Move’ to Y6 as we seek to support 

them as they consider the transition from Primary to Secondary School. 

 

A huge thank you to the fantastic Mike and the other volunteers at   

Saffron Walden Community Shed for our beautifully made crosses. 

These have already been in action in some of our schools. We’re really 
grateful for your time, generosity and skill.   

Kt Haynes kt@svst.org.uk  

http://www.svst.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@svst.org.uk
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Christmas Unwrapped 

Due to the pandemic, we were not able to offer the Christmas Unwrapped events 
in the normal way, so I contacted the schools who usually take part, to see if they 

were interested in receiving online content and resources and many schools 

showed an interest.  So, we put together a 20-minute presentation based on the normal event and 
put together resources to go alongside including workbooks, puzzles,  tealight holders and other 
craft materials and Christmas books from SU.  I was able to send out the video and resources to 
Thorley Hill, Hillmead, Reedings, High Wych, St Mary’s Saffron Walden and St Thomas More and 
had some great feedback.  
 
The children commented;  “As a class we loved the activities, you didn’t have to do that and we really     
appreciate it. We loved hearing you within the assembly. Merry Christmas, it taught us a lot of things”.  “I 
learnt from the video how lots of the things in the Nativity story are not in the bible, like it never said that 
Mary travelled on a donkey people just assume it. I enjoyed making the candles and doing the true and 
false quiz”. “I learnt the story of how Jesus was born and the journey of the shepherds and the angels. The 

story was based on the bible, not what people think.”  “I enjoyed the activity sheets and answering the questions I also  

enjoyed making the  tealight candle”. “Some things we believe aren’t in the bible. Christians celebrate God’s son arriving to 
the world” 
Some of the teachers commented:  “Informative and child friendly, engaged the children”  “It is nice for them to see the 
message behind Christmas and to understand how we need to think of others” “Thanks for taking the time to bring us this 
even with the current difficulties”.  “Very well-planned video with the tea light activity “Great activities! Age appropriate” 
 
WOW Assemblies 
At the start of the spring term, we found ourselves in lockdown again and wanted to offer an 
online assembly to the primary schools who normally have a WOW assembly.  With the help 
of the volunteer team, we able to create three online 15- 20-minute presentations. 
The first assembly was called ‘Dealing with Disappointment’ and included a game,  teaching on 
how to deal with disappointment and we also used puppets to tell the story of Ruth, to show 
how God helps us. This online assembly was given to eight primary schools across the area. 
The second assembly was on Lent, it included a game and focussed on the theme ‘How to be Prepared’, looking at 
the account of Jesus in the Wilderness. We were able to share this via Google Drive with five schools.  
The third assembly was called ‘Standing Up for What is Right’ and included a game and teaching on embarrassment 
using the story of Naaman the leper. This was presented to High Wych, Birchanger, Reedings, St Marys SW,       
St Thomas More and St Michael’s primary schools. 

 
Easter Cracked 
As we were not able to hold the usual Easter Events, we wanted to send out something instead, like we did with 
the Christmas Unwrapped  and so we offered the schools a 20-minute presentation and resources to go alongside 
made up of boxes which included workbooks, puzzles, comics, and other craft materials. We were able to offer 

this to High Wych, Reedings, St Marys Saffron Walden, St  Thomas More and Thorley Hill. 
 
Unfortunately, this was my last term with SVST. I would like to take the opportunity to thank the many people 
who have helped with the primary work, as I would not have been able to carry it out without their help.  
Firstly, thank you to all the WOW Assembly volunteers over the 8 years who have given their time and talents to 
work alongside me and the Trust. Secondly, I would like to thank the many volunteers and venues who have    
supported this ministry and given their time, premises and help with Easter and Christmas events in Saffron    
Walden, Bishop Stortford, Sawbridgeworth and High Wych. Thirdly, I would like to thank the other volunteers 
who have helped with ‘It’s Your Move’ sessions over the years. Lastly, I would like to make special mention to 
Gary Hanson and others at the SECC church who have always championed and supported the work over the 
many years.    
 
Thanks, Tina.   tina@svst.org.uk 
 

Primary School News from Tina   News from Andrea 
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The last 12 months have flown by and I’m now back on a part time basis following my maternity leave. It’s really  
exciting to see the new opportunities that have arisen over the past year, particularly during such challenging times 
and I am eager to get going!   
 
My new role involves supporting the ministry ‘behind the scenes’ with some of the administration tasks that the 

work necessitates but I also hope to work with some schools in Bishop’s Stortford as a chaplain. I would really    
appreciate your prayers for my conversations with schools and staff as I seek to get this off the ground.  Following 
more than a year of uncertainty, isolation and worry, it feels like now it is more important than ever for us to be 
present in schools and ready to show God’s love and care to those we come into contact with.   
 
As always, the harvest is great and the workers are few. It would be amazing to be able to offer a chaplaincy service 
to every school in the Stort Valley area but we simply don’t have the time, funding or resources to be able to do this 
at present. Having said this, we very much feel like God has opened the doors to these new  opportunities and new 
ways of working and trust that He can and will provide what we need to do the work. We are so grateful to every 
individual, church and organisation that supports us in any and every way and look forward to being able to visit 
churches and groups again to show and tell you more about all the exciting things happening in schools at the      
moment.  
 
It has been a while since we have been able to hold any Pray for Schools events but we hope to resume this as soon 
as it is safe and practical to do so. In the meantime, we would really value your prayers for the work, the workers 
and all the staff, students and schools that we serve. It is a real blessing that our work has been able to continue  
despite the circumstances of the past year or so. If you can support us in any way, we would love to hear from you.  
 Nicola nicola@svst.org.uk 

God’s faithfulness with the work of the Trust has been really encouraging and, despite the bumpy 

start to 2021, our Chaplaincy / listening service has been able to carry on through zoom meetings. 

  

In March we went back to the school premises and I can affirm that we are now recognised as a 
helping hand to the teachers, students and staff.  Pupils feel really comfortable with our presence 

there and we are now seen as people that they can talk to. 

 

Back in February I took a Level 2 ‘Safeguarding Children’ course which was a real eye opener. As a schools 
worker/ chaplain it is so important to look out for and listen to those who are in our care. This course has 

become a very important tool for what we provide to the schools. 

 

In March, I took a ‘First Aid in Mental Health’ course, which I believe is so valuable and important, especially in 

times of COVID. So many of our young people are under so much stress due to exams, GCSE’s and a lack of 
socialisation. This course has enabled me to identify more clearly those who may be developing signs of     

depression, self-harm, drug use or live with those who do. 

 

Since September 2020, I’ve been able to go to St. Thomas More, Katherine Semar and County  
High. Hopefully once restrictions are lifted, I’ll be back at JFAN- Joyce Franklin Academy as well. In those 

schools I have been able to provide a Mentoring/Listening Service. A place where children / young people 

come and feel safe enough to express their concerns, fears, doubts, as well as their achievements and        

progress. 

 
As mentioned previously, God’s grace and faithfulness to the work has been really encouraging. Please keep 

praying for more open doors in others schools, protection upon our families, our health and more            

opportunities to show His love wherever He places us.    

Andrea  andrea@svst.org.uk 

News from Nicola 

mailto:nicola@svst.org.uk

